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BAUDOLINO by Umberto Eco

ACT I-STAGE I: The Setup
Baudolino writes the stories of his visions of a unicorn, scornful father and the encounter with Frederick the Emperor Of The Holy Roman Empire.
The church scriptorium is silent and dark except for the desk lit by a candle. A 15 year old boy writes on a parchment. The letters he writes slowly morph into leaves carried by a gust of wind into an earie forest… The leaves settle on the ground and, from the depths of the forest, a snorting, small, white unicorn paces towards the clearing. In the clearing lit by the moon, the 12 year old Baudolino looks mesmerized at the unicorn. The unicorn seems to befriend and playfully trot inviting the kid to follow and play. Following, Baudolino pulls away the branch of a tree, which upon being released springs back and hits him in the small of the neck...actually the stick his father is hitting him with, while lamenting the bad luck of having a liar of a son capable of daydreaming but not milking a cow, moving the hay in the shed or chopping the wood for the fire. And all this as the day is almost over and the night is getting colder. To escape further beating and the scorn from his father, Baudolino runs out of the poor house, almost a shack, and farther away into the woods. After a while he stops to catch his breath. The wind plays with the branches and leaves of the trees. A speck of light, as the moon shines through the clouds, lights the sheets of the heavy fog. The snorting of a horse startles Baudolino; looking over, he gradually distinguishes a huge one ridden by a big armored, bearded man. The man seems to be lost, reigning in the horse's harness to stop, then looking down in search for a trail then up and seeing the kid halfway hiding behind a tree. Baudolino, is transfixed but not afraid. This is real not imagination. The horseman addresses him in German and the kid makes an effort to understand and respond: in an approximate German, he offers protection at his parent's shack against the thieves roaming around and the prospect of a bowl of hot broth and rest overnight in the stable. The man accepts the offer and pulls him up on the horse while praising his hospitality, wit and talent with language. 
At the shack, the old man is about to get a load of hay in the fork but startled by the apparition of the threesome lets it fall on his head; removing it to better see, he ignores the man and continues the scorn of his son where he left it earlier. This time though he admonishes him for not staying away from the war raging around the woods and, even worse, for bring it in his yard; he laments the possibility of the horseman being just one of those nobleman's people taking away from them a haystack for tax. The horseman listens to the kid’s bearably understandable translation and introduces himself as Frederick the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. He lauds Baudolino and the old man for their hospitality and offers to pay for the overnight rest. Upon hearing the translation, the old man brightens up a bit and introduces himself as Galiaudo the father of the good for nothing son then engages to bargaining for the broth and hay for the horse.  The kid mimics the translation and the Emperor gives them his dues then rides to the shed. The father and son look at the two golden coins with rather curious eyes, like they've never seen such a thing before. 
ACT I-TURNING POINT #1: The Opportunity (10%)
Frederik takes Baudolino at his court, with his father’s approval, to offer him the opportunity of learning and living a better life altogether.
In the sunny morning, a small wind blows the leaves in the front yard of the shack. Eating a meager breakfast while sitting on some logs, the kid tells to the Emperor about the unicorn vision. He embellishes the story with the vision of the Saint Baudolino who predicts the Germans’ victory in the siege of the Terdona fortress. He even offers to accompany the Emperor to his camp and tell to both the attackers and the sieged people; this story is supposed to embolden the attackers and weakened the defenders. The Emperor is astonished by the kid’s proposal and is happy to accept the offer on account of it saving so many lives. He then turns to Galiaudo and tells him that his son deserves recognition for his intelligence and better yet an education at his court; he is ready to adopt the kid as his son. The Emperor wins over the reluctance of the suspicious Galiaudo by giving him five golden coins to better his life for a long while. Motivated by the coins, Galiaudo reasons that feeding a good for nothing son is no reason for keeping him around… The leaves blown by the wind morph back to the letters written by Baudolino on the parchment. As he writes, the door of the scriptorium opens and Bishop Otto approaches his desk; in a haste, the boy hides the parchment and pulls a book in front of him as if he was studying. Otto jokingly pinches playfully his ear pretending to punish him for studying this late at night; seriously then, he praises Baudolino’s efforts and progress in learning Latin; this is the language in which the life and glory of the Emperor will be described in the book that the Bishop is writing and Baudolino will translate.      
Details in progress…
ACT I-STAGE 2: The New Situation
Baudolino learns foreign languages and religion history from Otto, bishop of Freising and Frederick's uncle, and increases his standing at the court and in the heart of the Emperor. On his deathbed, bishop Otto advises Baudolino to further his education in Paris then look for the realm of the Universal Religion, the land governed by Prester Johannes. The Emperor gets married with Princess Beatrice and Baudolino falls in love with her. Frederick and Baudolino have to go to war, they lose the battle and Baudolino saves the Emperor’s life. On their perilous return to the court, Baudolino tells to the Emperor about Otto's wish of him studying in Paris and ultimately finding the realm of Prester Johannes.  
One morning, at the time he was still sleeping in a barn, Baudolino is awaken by a courtier and summoned to the counsel room at Frederick’s request. The Emperor introduces him as a prodigy and wants him to hear the debates. Gradually, Baudolino’s standing at the court improves from sleeping in the barn and studying in the scriptorium, to sleeping in his own room and studying in Otto’s library. There are gradually better furnishings in the room and more books on the shelves. At the court debates he has now his own seat. This morning’s the debate is about the Emperor’s struggle to solidifying his supremacy over the ever fighting Italian provinces and the power of the Church's Pontiff, the Pope. Baudolino simplifies the apparent complexity of the Emperor's reign by presenting what happens in the soul and mind of the simple Italian people. They do not mind recognizing a German Emperor provided that the taxes are not too high. They want to be free of building cities, trade and possibly extend it towards the Middle East, the Eastern Holy Roman Empire. One counsellor validates Baudolino’s assertion by pointing out at the recent invasion by William II of Sicily's of Constantinople with 300 ships and 80,000 men.  That’s a fat cat, as Constantinople is now the most developed city in the Europe. Frederic mentions that, in the past, he wanted to have a bride from there, just to secure an alliance between the Western and Eastern Empires. But some counsellors are pessimistic about the value of this unification. The Byzantine Empire is weakened by the threat from both internal ethnic upheaval and Arabic military incursions. Moreover, the divide between the Western and Eastern Roman empires was aggravated by the schism between the Catholic and Orthodox Church. 
Throughout the years Bishop Otto’s health is ailing. One morning, he summons Baudolino to his death bed and ask him to save the Emperor from the European struggle by finding the realm of the Universal Religion. There, in the farthest eastern territories, the monarch Prester Johannes holds the secret of the Universal Religion and governance harmony. To make that possible, Baudolino is to further his studies in Paris first. Then with the knowledge of the other civilizations’ history, he is to harbor a religious and military alliance that would cement Frederick's supremacy on both religious and administrative accounts. 
At one of the counsellor’s meetings, Frederick requests preparations to start for his marriage with Beatrice the daughter of Count Raynald of Burgundy. This is an alliance necessary to strengthen his position in the North of Italy. Baudolino listens to the counsellors’ gossip about the ugliness of Beatrice. Upon her arrival at the court, it turns out that she is actually a beautiful and intelligent young girl.
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Baudolino is mesmerized but makes an effort to hide his emotions. At the wedding though, under the magic of her beauty and the sumptuousness of the church, his imagination, triggered by the shadows of some birds projected on the tall stained glass windows …the birds fly into the church and around Baudolino. He is offering his glowing heart for the birds to take it to Beatrice. She takes the heart and looks at Baudolino smiling lovingly while the birds fly back towards the windows and … the sudden ceremonial music awakens Boudolino from his reverie.  
A while after the wedding Frederick has to go to war and takes Baudolino with him.
Details to follow… 
The battle is lost and the battlefield is now almost empty. On a grassy knoll there are few dead soldiers and some alive are still tiredly fighting, some running disoriented. Baudolino is attacked by a furious peasant, whom he easily disarms, makes him to get his breeches down and chases him back to his folks. A enemy horseman is approaching and Boudolino gets at the ready to defend himself but it is ridiculed as a looser instead of being attacked and advised to go home; Frederick’s Imperial army was defeated , what does he need to fight for, asks the horseman galloping away. A soldier running by recognizes Baudolino and shouts “we lost Frederick, we lost Frederick!” Baudolino runs after him in disbelief to catch and ask him for details; Frederick was last seen defending himself in the forest. Baudolino runs towards the forest and searches through dead bodies until he finds a pile of them with Frederick under and blinking, barely alive. On their perilous return to Rattisbon through the foggy forest, Baudolino tells to the Emperor about Otto’s wish. The Emperor is doubtful about the Prester existence and the benefits of an alliance with him; the Realm seems so far away and his many enemies are so close.  
ACT I / ACT II-TURNING POINT #2: The Change of Plans (25%)
The Rattisbon people are joyous about Frederick’s survival.  He tells Beatrice about Baudolino saving his life and expresses his gratitude by allowing him to study in Paris. The farewell from Princess Beatrice reveals restraint emotions of love and a kiss almost happens. They are both shocked by the happenstance and Beatrice could hardly whisper that he has to frequently write to her about his life and studies in Paris.
Details in progress…
ACT II-STAGE III: Progress
In Paris, Baudolino makes friends with other students, lives a liberal life, writes to the Princess and starts a fake letter as if from Prester Johannes inviting Frederik to an alliance with mutual benefits. His friends contribute to the letter with the products of their own imagination and motivations. Writing it, they start to believe in it and look for validation of the Prester Johanes existence from ecclesiasts and old religious texts. One of them is Zosimos, a Greek Orthodox priest who claims to be in the possession of a map towards the Realm which is somewhere east of India; in favor of the Realm’s existence, he presents historical accounts of Alexander the Great and books describing strange humans and animals of those faraway lands. He even offers to go to Constantinople ahead of time to prepare the trip, using his influence at the court of the Emperor Basileus. While Baudolino and his friends fall asleep, Zosimos makes a copy of the letter and leaves in a haste. Over the years, the letter grows in embellished details about the Realm and oddities of the long pilgrim; the letter even alludes to a possible Holy Grail handover to Prester Johannes, as a proof of the good deeds towards a lasting alliance. Some of the priests, motivated by faith or pride seem to be ready to joining Baudolino’s group pilgrim. By the end of his five years of studies, the letter is ready and Baudolino plans to show it to his adoptive father upon the return to Germany. 
From his barren room, Baudolino melancholically watches the moon lightening the roofs of the houses on the outskirts of Paris. The profiles of a flock of bats flying by is projected over the moon; …they enter the room and their shapes morph into the letters that Boudolino is writing now to Beatrice. While describing the subjects of his studies and the hardship of the long hours of study…drinking together with his friends at the smoky tavern he calls on a waitress as if to whisper her a secret. Jokingly he takes a good look at her breasts instead, she whacks him in the head and turns around offering her butt for a pinch… They are regulars here and there is laughter, more drinking and bragging about their amorous adventures. Baudolino points out proudly at the fresh scar on his face while telling…in bed with a mature woman, they are surprised by the unexpected return of the lady’s husband, a butcher judging by his appearance. Baudolino grabs his clothing in a heartbeat and barely makes it to the window to jump out; not quickly enough though to completely avoid the butcher’s hook…and the coldness of the room at night… and the letters morph back into the bats who fly away through the window. 
…
The heating stove is glowing but it still doesn’t warm enough the room. Baudolino and his roommates are wrapped in blankets. Abdul sings a love song accompanied by his Cittern, the Poet lays down on a bed, a tear drop running down his cheek, and Baudolino reads and writes down passages from a book.
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Baudolino gets distracted by the sweetness of Abdul’s song, looks at The Poet then asks Abdul where his inspiration is coming from. Abdul stops singing, thinks for a while, then looking at the stove and its glowing heat…the glaring sun sends waves of heat on desert’s dunes. From the distance afar, a group of travelers is slowly approaching. On a camel…Details in progress…
The Poet suddenly gets up in a display of distress and getting a coat on him leaves the room and slams the door. 
Details in progress…

ACT II-TURNING POINT #3: The Point of No Return (50%)
Upon the return to Rattisbon, he shows the letter to Cardinal TBD in preparation for its presentation to the Emperor. The Cardinal though produces a copy of a similar letter that was handed to him by a spy; this one is about to be circulated through the chancelleries of Europe and rather benefit the Eastern Roman Empire and the Pope. Baudolino is puzzled but by reading the letter realizes that Zasimos had copied his and plans to circulate it for the benefit of the TBD Basileus. Baudolino asserts this letter as fabrication and a plot to thwart the supremacy of the Holy Roman Empire. The only way to unravel the truth if for his letter to be spread through the chancelleries of Europe and his group to travel to the Realm as emissaries of the Emperor Frederik; it is one year before Second Millennium which holds the potential of a mutual recognition between the Catholic, Orthodox and even Islamic beliefs. Before embarking for Constantinople, he adds to the pilgrim group three friends from the childhood in his hometown, Frescheta.
Details in progress…
ACT II-STAGE IV: Complications and Higher Stakes
The pilgrim to the Realm starts in Constantinople with a search for the treacherous priest Zosimos and his map. It turns out that the map does not exist but Zosimos claims knowing it by heart and thus draws it for them. Before starting the trek, they will meet with the Emperor who is proceeding with his crusade against Constantinople. The pilgrims and the Emperor are invited by an Armenian nobleman to his castle, supposedly in position to secure alliances for the Emperor and a safer passage for the pilgrim through the Islamic territories. The Armenian presents numerous technical marvels that he installed in his castle. Overnight, the Emperor disappears from his room and there are indications that he was killed; how, it remains a mystery. His body is found later though down the river, drowned. Whether he was killed and drowned or it happened to him while swimming in the cold river, remains a dramatic and contentious issue.  
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The pilgrims start their five (eight TBD) years long trek and encounter all the odd humans, animals and challenges described in the Prester Johanes letter. It must be true then that if you believe in something that you imagine, it actually could be real, as Bishop Otto taught him, concludes Baudolino. 
Details in progress…
ACT II / ACT III-TURNING POINT #4: The Major Setback (75%)
The pilgrims arrive at the border with Prester Johannes land, a city with extremely diverse population in terms of physiognomy and set of beliefs. The border cannot be crossed right away because a mysterious prophesy has to occur first. There is also the danger of a Hun's invasion that looms in the minds of the people. Whether it is real or a fabrication of the politocracy to keep everyone in check remains to be seen. The pilgrims must wait. While continuously hoping for the favorable conditions to settle, they blend in with the odd characters of Pndapetzim. They learn that relative harmony could exist in spite of the significant differences in physiognomy and mind set; while the latter frequently manifest in verbal spate, there is no hate nor physical violence associated with it. Baudolino explores the outskirts of the city and has again the vision of a Unicorn and a beautiful girl. Only that this time it is real and he falls in love with the girl, Hypatia; she is also intelligent and in possession of a about human harmony that amazes Baudolino; ironically though she is not all human. Their love story is interrupted by the news of the Huns being spotted as approaching Pndapetzim. The pilgrims help organizing the training for fighting to defend the city.    
Details in progress…
ACT III-STAGE V: The Final Push
The Huns attack and the Pnedapetzim people lose the battle to the fault of their own; at the critical moment when they were to counterattack, the mind set differences blow-up into an argument and a fight starts between them instead of with the Huns. The pilgrims manage to flee and, unfortunately, Baudolino is separated from his beloved and pregnant Hypatia.  
Details in progress…
ACT III-TURNING POINT #5: The Climax (90-99%)
The pilgrims escape only to fall into the hands of an Arab terrorist leader but manage to escape on the back of mythical eagles. The eagles are trained to fly back to Constantinople.
Details in progress…
ACT III-STAGE VI: The Aftermath
In Constantinople, Baudolino writes this story which ends at the historical moment of the Constantinople being sacked and set aflame by the western crusaders. His last lines are ironical about the truth in Otto's prophecy about the dreams that turn into reality, but how the reality does not fulfill the desired historical outcome.
Details in progress…
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